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FOREWORD
On the occasion of the Silver Jubilee of the International
Surgical Group (ISG) in 1982, Dick Welbourn prepared a
commemorative booklet which contained several historical
vignettes that were concerned with the early days of our
organization. The success of this venture apprised the
members that time was fleeting, and that the meetings of
the group provided some of the most vivid memories that
they could recall. Our group has a proud and eventful
heritage. But time inexorably erodes recollections of the
past. By 1987 it had became apparent that if any historical
details were to be salvaged, the matter was one of great
urgency. Not only did members authorize a committee to
proceed, but already some progress had been made to
collect what memorabilia remained in the hands and heads of
the members.
For this final statement, not only is a great debt owed to
our secretary for a decade and a half - Eivin Hasner - but
also to Dick Welbourn for his original contribution, and to Bob
Macbeth for checking innumerable details. I have merely
cajoled comments from numerous individuals, collected
extant material, and added a few comments chiefly for the
benefit of younger members who must view many of our
former associates as historical myths rather than both giants
in surgery and friends as we have known them.

Claude E. Welch
January 1, 1989

The Formative Years
In the years immediately following World War II the urge for
international exchange, particularly in the medical profession, had
been constrained by the lack of both finance and time. However, by
the late 1950’s Europe and America were recovering from the
effects of war, and the improved economic conditions together with
the development of air travel eased both these constraints. Old
friendships, many arising from shared experiences in the war
years, were rekindled. Large organisations, such as the American
College of Surgeons, scheduled meetings in the British Isles and
on the continent of Europe. The International Society of Surgery
was starting its reorganisation and modernisation. The founders of
the I.S.G. were convinced that there was a need for the closer
personal relationships that could develop most satisfactorily, not in
such large meetings, but in a small group of surgeons meeting to
share their ideas, successes and failures. Surgical clubs of this sort
had existed prior to the war in Great Britain, but the concept of a
transatlantic group was new, and it was appreciated that the
members of this group should be selected not only on the basis of
their reputation as academic and clinical surgeons, but also on their
willingness, because of their belief in the validity of the concept, to
travel at regular intervals to the meetings.
On the occasion of the silver anniversary of the group in 1982
President Dick Welbourn edited a brief history of the organization.
It contained recollections by Eivin Hasner, the Secretary from
1958-1980, and by Jonathan Rhoads, the second President.
These statements, quoted here in their entirety, furnish the most
accurate descriptions of the conception and early years of the
society. In addition, Eivin’s concluding paragraphs summarize the
entire history of the group.
Eivin Hasner wrote as follows:
“In 1955 Ian Aird of London and Erling Dahl-lverson of
Copenhagen, while crossing the Atlantic to New York on board the
liner Queen Elizabeth talked much about surgery and lamented the
fact that the large size of most surgical congresses made them
impersonal and inhibited close contacts between participants.
They conceived the idea of founding a group of 30 to 50 leading
surgeons from the English-speaking countries bordering the North
Atlantic and, after reaching the USA, discussed their plan with
Alexander Brunschwig, who agreed with them whole-heartedly.
Together the three made a list of prospective members and
decided to approach those in their own regions, namely the USA

and Canada (Brunschwig), Great Britain (Aird), and the Scandinavian
countries (Dahl-lverson). In April 1956, together with John
Hellstrom of Stockholm and Carl Semb of Oslo, they wrote a letter
to selected surgeons, inviting them to join an “International
Surgical Club”. (Figure 1). The response was enthusiastic and
nearly all whom they invited agreed to join.
“Shortly after this Brunschwig undertook to read a paper at a
meeting of the International College of Surgeons. This action was
unacceptable to several of the American and British surgeons, and
he was asked either to withdraw this paper or to sever his con
nection with the new club. He chose the latter and Jonathan
Rhoads of Philadelphia was asked and agreed to take over his
duties.
“After further preliminary discussions it was decided that the
new organisation should be called the ‘International Surgical
Group’ and those who had agreed to join were invited to attend an
inaugural meeting at Surgeons’ Hall, Edinburgh. (Details of this
meeting are given below. Eivin continued with these further state
ments).
“It was agreed originally that the number of members should
be limited to 50, 25 from USA and Canada, and 25 from Europe
(15 from Great Britain, 3 from Sweden, 2 each from Denmark,
Finland and Norway and 1 from Iceland). The number was increased
to 62 during the next few years. In 1965 a senior membership was
introduced for those over 65 (who were still welcome to attend the
meetings) and it was decided that the numerical allocations of
members by countries should apply to active members only (i.e.,
those under 65). In addition an honorary membership for surgeons
of special distinction was introduced and a few English-speaking
members from other countries have been elected in this category.
The total number of members of all categories is now over 100,
most of them leading and influential members of their profession.
“Some customs of the Group, which are not reflected in the
rules, have changed. For instance the Vice-President normally
succeeds to the presidency and new active members are usually
elected at the annual business meeting on the nomination of
members from their own countries, without the other formalities
listed in the rules.
“Since its inauguration the Group has met annually. Generally
the meetings are held in the USA or Canada, Great Britain and one
of the Scandinavian countries in turn. The President acts as host,
sometimes assisted by a neighbouring member, the two arranging
the meeting between them in their own institutions. In this way the
members are able to meet the local surgeons and their colleagues
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on their home ground and they in turn can welcome the visitors to
their departments and hospitals. Usually 30 to 40 members, some
of whom were present at the inaugural meeting, attend and papers
are given by members of the Group and by the colleagues and staff
of the hosts in about equal numbers. Many hundreds of original
papers have been presented over the years, all in plenary session,
covering most branches of surgery and some other topics, and the
discussions are lively and informal.
“A special feature of the Group is that most members’ wives
attend regularly, sometimes bringing members of their families with
them and all know each other by their first names. Social functions,
including hospitality in members’ homes and programs for the
ladies form important parts of the meetings. These all contribute to
the personal relationships which are so important in the develop
ment of surgery internationally.
“The original aim of the founding members was that a circle of
distinguished scientifically active and internationally minded
surgeons should meet at regular intervals to exchange experiences
and ideas for the preservation of sound ethical principals among
surgeons and physicians in general. This purpose has been
realized in full measure in the past, and there is every reason to
believe that the Group, consisting of new and younger members
will continue to play an equally important role in the future.”
The recollections of Jonathan Rhoads, as published in the
Silver Jubilee program, compliment and expand those of Eivin
Hasner.
“In 1956 I received a note from John Bruce and Ian Aird asking
if I would pick up where Alex Brunschwig had left off in organizing
the North American portion of the International Surgical Club. I
viewed it as the opportunity of a lifetime to help assemble a group
of surgeons of my own era in whom I had confidence and know
ledge that they were highly productive thinkers and investigators. I
am, indeed, indebted to Alex Brunschwig for suggesting my name
when he felt that he could not, in good conscience, give up the
responsibilities which impeded his continuing participation in this
international enterprise. I found that about a third of the persons
whom he had gotten in contact with had replied affirmatively and
the Group has been greatly enriched by their participation. They
were, in general, about a decade older than those with whom I was
most familiar, perhaps more clincially oriented, and the mixture
made a richer society because of its diversity.
“I think that Bruce, Aird and myself all were anxious to avoid
establishing something which would be a status symbol and it was
partly for this reason that we referred to the organization as a

group. A further objection to the term “club” was that it was
conceived that it might be more difficult for the American members,
at least, to charge the cost of attending meetings as professional
expenses if they were going to a meeting of a “club” rather than a
society, association or group.
“It was Jack Gibbon who placed great emphasis on meeting
annually, saying that if we met less frequently than once a year we
would be lose contact. This view received broad support and while
not every member has been able to go every year, we have
succeeded in having a meeting each year that was reasonably well
attended. Not infrequently a number of the wives of members have
been able to attend. Whenever possible the meetings have been
scheduled close to the time of other meetings of interest to the
same group of men so that they could extend their trips and
broaden the coverage of their interests. At our first meeting in
Edinburgh in 1958, for instance, there was a joint meeting of the
American College of Surgeons and the Swedish Surgical Associa
tion in Stockholm, and also joint meetings with the Royal College of
Surgeons of Edinburgh and perhaps other bodies which a number
of the Americans were eligible to attend. Thus, while the actual
meeting in Edinburgh only took a single day, all those who made
the trip had an experience that was enriched not only by the
meeting of the Group but by a variety of other meetings, also.
“It was John Bruce (not yet knighted) who, in his speech at that
first dinner, made a plea for intimacy, and urged that we all use our
first names in addressing each other even when there was con
siderable discrepancy in age. This has remained a characteristic of
the Group and I think we have achieved in great degree the
intimacy which we sought. The Group had turned out to be wonder
fully gemütlich, to use a non-English word. For me, participation in
this international body of scholars has been among the richest
experiences of my life and my admiration for the members, old and
new, has grown continually over the years.

1958
Prior to this inaugural session, members on both sides of the
Atlantic had engaged in preliminary discussions concerning
organizational details. In the US suggestions were collated by
Jonathan Rhoads. It is of interest that at that time they opted for
visits to clinics and operating rooms as well as presentation of
papers. Apparently consideration had been given to the possibility
of a new publication containing such material, although the US
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The Founding Members and the First Officers
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members doubted that this would be feasible. The other suggestions
apparently were acceptable to the other members of the organization
and were incorporated in the by-laws.
This account of the meeting was written by Eivin Hasner for the
Silver Jubilee history:
“The inaugural meeting was held in the Surgeons’ Hall,
Edinburgh on the afternoon of July 17th, 1958, underthe chairman
ship of John (later Sir John) Bruce of Edinburgh. The following
additional members attended: Ian Aird (London), Erling DahlIverson (Copenhagen), John Gibbon (Philadelphia), William Glenn
(New Haven), James Hardy (Jackson), Henry Harkins (Seattle),
Eivin Hasner (Copenhagen), Herbert Maier (New York), Gordon
Murray (Toronto), Jonathan Rhoads (Philadelphia), Charles Rob
(London), Philip Sandblom (Lund), Jerome Urban (New York),
Charles Wells (Liverpool). In addition Clarence Dennis (New York)
went to Edinburgh but was unable to attend the meeting.
“The meeting started with a business session which was
chaired by Jonathan Rhoads. The following business was trans
acted:
1. It was agreed that the organization should be called “The
International Surgical Group”.
2. A Constitution and By-Laws, which had been drafted
beforehand, were adopted, with some modifications, with the
understanding that amendments could be made at future meet
ings.
3. It was agreed that the Group should meet annually.
4. It was agreed that the officers of the Group should be a
President, a Vice-President, a Secretary and a Treasurer. The
President should be elected for one year, but could be re-elected.
(This rule was later changed so that the President could hold office
for one year only); the Vice-President should not automatically
succeed to the presidency).
5. The following were elected to these offices: for the in
augural meeting; President, John Bruce; for 1958-1959, President
Jonathan Rhoads; Vice-President, Ian Aird; Secretary, Eivin
Hasner; Treasurer, Gordon Murray. (Figure 2)
6. It was decided that the Group would meet in Philadelphia in
1959.
“A scientific meeting was then held with the President in the
chair and papers were read by Dahl-lverson (phaeochromocytoma),
Glenn (circulatory bypass of the R. heart) Rob (the surgical treat
ment of carotid artery stenosis), Urban (the results of excision of the
internal mammary chain in carcinoma of the breast); papers were
also presented by Aird and Wells, but their titles were not recorded.
A photograph was taken of 14 of those who attended. (Figure 3)

The same group had dinner afterwards and signed the back of a
menu.”
No wives were present at this first meeting of the Group, but in
the course of informal discussion during the day it was agreed that
in the future they would be welcomed. At all subsequent meetings
the majority of members have been accompanied by their wife,
making the mixture of scientific sessions and a relaxed social
programme a pleasurable, valued feature of the meeting.

Fig. 3
Photograph taken at the inaugural meeting, July 17, 1958. From left to
right: Gordon Murray, Charles Wells, Philip Sandblom, Henry Harkins,
John Gibbon, John Bruce, Jonathan Rhoads, lanAird, Erling Dahl-lversen,
Herbert Maier, Eiven Hasner, James Hardy, Jerome Urban, William Glenn.

1959
The second meeting was held in Philadelphia, in the hospital of
the University of Pennsylvania, with Jonathan Rhoads in the chair.
In this one-day session approximately equal time was given to the
observation of operations, papers by members of the ISG, pre
sentations by members of the faculty and laboratory demon
strations in the Harrison Department of Surgical Research.
The ISG papers were on adrenal vein blood (Jim Hardy),
duodenal ulcer (Henry Harkins), oesophageal stricture secondary
to hiatus hernia in the aged (Eric Nanson), early diagnosis of breast
cancer (Jerry Urban), and local perfusion of body segments with
antitumour drugs (Claude Welch).

This relatively spartan session included luncheon for members
and wives in the University, and dinner that evening in the Phil
adelphia club. The number of participants in the meeting is not
recorded. However, at that time travel was relatively very expensive
for visitors from abroad. Even though the meeting coincided with
one of the International Society of Surgery in Philadelphia, it is
probable that the great majority of participants were from the US
and Canada.

i960
This session was held in Norway under the presidency of
Erling Dahl-lverson in Sandefjord. Hosts were Professors Semb
and Harbitz. Papers were given on surgical physiology, breast
cancer, and endocrinology. Twenty five members attended. Other
than information concerning election of members, few other details
are recorded in the minutes.

1961
This meeting, under the presidency of Professor Ian Aird, was
held in London at the Royal College of Surgeons on August 29th,
and in Liverpool on August 30th under the direction of Professor
Charles Wells. Twenty-five members attended.
Papers given in London included those on surgical physiology
(Harry Shumacker), cardio-vascular surgery (Mike DeBakey and
Bill Glenn), thoracic surgery (Carl Semb), gastrointestinal surgery
(Philip Sandblom, Kraer Ferguson), anesthesia (Jim Hardy),
endocrinology (John Hellstrom), cancer (Jonathan Rhoads, Olai
Perasalo) and urology (Eivin Hasner).
A note on the financial solvency of the organization was
entered into the official minutes. The balance in the bank was $272
US; annual dues were two British pounds, at the then rate of ex
change approximately $4 US.

1962
Professor Donald Webster was the President of this meeting
that was held in Montreal on October 20-22. Twenty-seven
members attended.

Papers were given in the Royal Victoria Hospital, Montreal
General Hospital, and the Hotel Dieu. Subjects were surgical
physiology (Henry Harkins, Jonathan Rhoads, Charles Illingworth),
cardiovascular surgery (Clarence Dennis, Harry Shumacker,
William Glenn), surgical anatomy (Eric Nanson, Herbert Maier),
gastrointestinal surgery (Julian Johnson), and cancer of the breast
(Frank Adair, Jerry Urban, Erling Dahl-lverson and Eivin Hasner).
Other presentations were made by members of the staff of the
hospitals visited by the group. In his outstanding paper on parenteral
alimentation Jonathan Rhoads described the method that is so
commonly used today, citing his animal experiments that proved
that growth could proceed on the basis of this method alone.
There was a visit to the laboratories of Hans Selye in the
University of Montreal. His work on stress now seems strangely
remote, no doubt because at least in part it has been accepted into
the body of medicine, but the enthusiasm and ingenuity he dis
played were memorable. There was also a fascinating visit to the
Osier Museum where the director gave an interesting description of
both the man and the museum. For the first time a program booklet
was prepared; it included a brief social program for the ladies. The
annual black tie dinner at the St James Club, at which Philip
Sandblom spoke about medicine and art, was a great success. It
was apparent that a pattern for the future had been established,
and that the ISG had passed from adolescence to maturity.

THE ISG ATTAINS MATURITY
1963
The meetings were held in Falsterbo and Lund from September
8 to 11; Philip Sandblom was the President. Twenty-seven
members and many wives attended. By this time, the sixth meeting,
a sense of friendship had developed throughout the Group, much
like the Fellowship so nicely described years later by Charles Drake
in his address to the American College of Surgeons when he was
President of that organiation.
Eivin Hasner, in the minutes of the meeting, made the follow
ing observations:
“The meetings were organized at Falsterbohus. Papers were
given on surgical physiology (Clarence Dennis, Henry Harkins,
Lars Erik Gelin), thoracic surgery (Donald Webster, William Glenn.
Leif Efskind and Eivin Hasner), Cardiovascular surgery (Erik

Husfeldt, Frantz, Charles Rob, Harry Shumacker and members of
Philip Sandblom’s staff), endocrinology (Milnes Walker and
Professor Dahl-iverson), urology (Carl Semb), oesophagealgastric surgery (Norman Barrett, Claude Welch, Seiro), cancer
(Hedley Atkins), and forensic medicine (John Hellstrom).
“Furthermore Grace and Philip Sandblom had arranged a
wonderful social program. At our annual banquet, Milnes Walker
entertained us with a speech about dermal art.”
For me and my wife, Phyllis, there had never been such an
opportunity to meet so many world-famous surgeons on such an
intimate basis and to be able to discuss problems of mutual
interest. It was even more exciting to find these surgeons and their
wives totally human and delightful company. Philip introduced us to
the stimulus of a real sauna and an immediate plunge into the frigid
Baltic sea. Faced with this horrible prospect I recall that Henry
Harkins said to me ”keep close. You know I’ve had a heart attack
and I know that the water is very cold”. He had no trouble, but three
years later collapsed and died after completing a long swim. There
also was a lovely golf course in Falsterbo. One hole, about 175
yards in length, had a green that was nearly completely surrounded
by water. Bill Glenn played very cagily aiming for every sand trap
he could see; he was at least able to find his ball.
That afternoon we all drove by bus to the Sandblom home in
Lund; their home was truly a museum of art. The men were able to
gather with the women who had been engaged in other expeditions
during the hours of the scientific programs. Just as their husbands
have developed friendships the wives also have joined in these
close relationships that have grown throughout the years.

1964
The seventh annual meeting was held in Glasgow from July
23-26. Sir Charles Illingworth was the president. Twenty members
were present. The secretary, Eivin Hasner, recorded the minutes of
the meeting as follows:
“The scientific sessions took place in Western Infirmary where
our members together with the staff of the Infirmary presented
papers on surgical physiology (Gelin, Perasalo, Hasner), cancer
(Sir Stanford Cade, Sir John Bruce, Sir Eric Riches), gastric
surgery (Professor Charles Wells), orthopaedic surgery (Professor
Charles Semb), and thoracic surgery (Herbert Maier). The staff of
Western infirmary gave a summary of their work on hyperbaric
oxygen. Our president presented films demonstrating cardiac

pacemaker, ultrasonics and congenital luxation of the hip.
“Sir Charles and Lady Illingworth had invited all the members
to an evening party in their home. Furthermore, they had arranged
a ladies’ program, and for members’ visits to the Hunter Museum
and Library, the Wellcome Laboratory for experimental research
and department of biological engineering at the University of
Strathclyde. Lastly the members were invited on a cruise on Loch
Lomond.”
On October 8, 1988 the following letter was received from Sir
Charles Illingworth, the president of the meeting:
“I was very touched to receive your letter of the 15th September;
it brings back some pleasant memories.
“The only thing I remember about the meeting in Glasgow in
1964 was the catastrophic visit to Loch Lomond. Mary and I
planned to make it a friendly meeting so we hired the steamer ‘Maid
of the Loch’ on Loch Lomond for the evening. We were to go on
board at Balloch pier, steam up to the north end of the Loch, have
dinner on board and return. But, alas, a few minutes after we had
set sail the mist, or rather the fog, descended and the whole view
was blotted out, so the captain turned round, felt his way back to the
pier and tied up. Fortunately there was a good meal in readiness, so
we stayed there the whole evening, and everyone was so sym
pathetic and friendly I believe we all enjoyed it more than sight
seeing, so on the whole it was better for friendly relations than the
normal cruise would have been. And, of course, Mary in her admir
able way was an admirable hostess”.

1965
An ambitious program was planned for this year by President
William Glenn. Programs were given in New Haven, New York City
and Philadelphia. Twenty-seven members attended.
This was an unusual meeting in many respects. The con
stitution and by-law were amended. It was decided that members
over 65 years of age should be designated as Senior Members.
Henceforth members could be elected from other than the original
countries. Membership was increased by 12. Because of theses
changes 18 new members were elected.
Prior to the meeting Clarence Dennis prepared a list of the
entire membership together with the particular interests of each
person.
Finally the secretary (Eivin Hasner) was so stimulated that he
prepared very extensive minutes. The following statements were
culled from them.

“In New Haven the cardiovascular research units, recoveryunit and a case of pulmonary stenosis operated through open
cardiotomy were demonstrated and finally members of the staff
presented papers on surgical physiology, cardiac and vesical
pacemaking, postoperative hypercoagulability and immunological
experiments in skin grafting.
“In New York the group was invited to the State University King
County Medical Center, Brooklyn, by Clarence Dennis, who
organized an excellent presentation. In the forenoon operations
covering all specialities were performed. The dialysis center was
demonstrated. Before the scientific session the president and
Dean, R.A. Moore, and Dr. Sanders V. Smith, administrator of
Kings County Hospital, welcomed the group. At the scientific
session, papers on surgical physiology, ventricular pacemaking,
liver transplantation, hypercalcemia, caseous metastasis in breast
cancer and conservative approach to the management of pene
trating abdominal trauma were given.
The next day the group had its own scientific session in
the Rockefeller Institute with papers on lung transplantation
(Hardy), viscosity and renal function (Gelin), computers in surgery
(Schoenfeld), operative treatment of thyrotoxicosis (Hasner),
cancer of the breast Urban), cancer of the pancreatic head
(Sandblom), prevention of serum hepatitis (Allen), fistula of the
artery vertebralis (Shumacker), surgery of the deep lobe of the
parotid gland (Nanson). Our members from New York and New
Haven welcomed us in the home of Mrs. Glenn’s father. They also
had arranged a tour to the United Nations and dinner in the Union
Club and Biltmore Hotel. The after dinner speech was given by
Dr. I.S. Ravdin. At the Biltmore the affections of the Scandinavian
members forced them to sing ‘Helan gar’.
“The meeting continued in the University Hospital of Philadel
phia where the members were welcomed by Jonathan Rhoads,
who reviewed the history of the Medical School. Papers were
presented by Julian Johnson, Brooke Roberts and members of the
staff. The members were invited to the Jefferson Medical College.
With John H. Gibbon in the chair members of the Jefferson staff
presented papers on embolectomy, dumping syndrome, intestinal
dialysis, cortisol treatment of acidosis, ventilatory support in the
postoperative period and tourniquet shock after vena cava ligation.
Julian Johnson invited all of the members and their ladies to a
beautiful dinner in his home.”
This ecstatic report is quoted in detail because it demonstrates
the wide range of topics covered in atypical program; many papers
dealt with matters in the forefront of surgery at that time.

1966
The meeting was held in Reykjavik with Professor Snorri
Halgrimsson in the chair. A photograph of the group taken on the
steps of the University Hospital showed 37 members and guests.
Papers were read on medical history (Illingworth, Wan
gensteen), thoracic surgery (Husfeldt, Maier, Thorarinsson),
vascular surgery (Hannesson), cancer of the breast and uterus
(Urban, Snaedahl, Bjarnasson) pure red cell anemia (d’Abreu),
hereditary elliptocytosis (Jennson), pathophysiology (Shumacker,
Rhoads, Ofeigsson, Glenn), gastroenterology (Hallgrimsson),
bone surgery (Sigurjonsson), plastic surgery (Bjornsson) and
endocrinology (Hasner).
Commencing with a lecture about Surtsey, the small volcanic
island which appeared above the surface of the sea a few miles off
the south coast of the mainland some two years previously, one
day was then devoted to a fascinating tour of several sites of
historical and geological interest in the southern part of Iceland.

1967
The tenth annual meeting was held in Birmingham under the
aegis of Professor ‘Pon’ d’Abreu. Thirty members together with
their wives attended and amongst those present were Sir Harry
Platt and Sir James Patterson Ross, both honorary members,
Professor Crafoord, John Gibbon, and 11 past or future presidents
of the ISG. At this meeting Sir Arthur Porritt and Sir Clement Price
Thomas were elected to Honorary Membership. A young man of
considerable promise was chosen by the President to arrange the
meeting; his name was Geoffrey Slaney, and nearly 20 years later
he welcomed the ISG back to Birmingham as its President.
Papers were presented in the Queen Elizabeth Hospital.
Subjects included choledochus injuries (Sandblom), cardio
vascular surgery (Slaney, Ashton, Inberg, Abrams, Baddeley,
Clarke, Therkelsen), gastro-enterology (Slaney, Windsor), renal
grafting (Barnes), thoracic surgery (Collis, Nanson, Hasner),
chronic renal failure (Downson-Edwards, Blainey), computers in
laboratory work (Whitehead).
The President and Mrs d’Abreu organised a wonderful social
programme for the meeting. The President himself entertained the
company with a characteristically charming and learned lecture on
the Lunar Society, a small society of scientists and industrialists
which flourished in Birmingham in the late XVIIIth Century: never

exceeding 14 in number, 7 of whom become fellows of the Royal
Society, membership of the society included Joseph Priestley,
James Watt, Josiah Wedgwood and William Withering, the dis
coverer of digitalis. The programme included an invitation to the
Presidents’ home, and visits to Coughton Court, to Hidcote manor
Gardens, and to a performance of Romeo and Juliet at the Royal
Shakespeare Theatre.

1968
Forty-four members, including Sir Harry Platt, attended the
Boston meeting under direction of President Welch. He remarked
as he reviewed the program some 20 years later: “This indeed was
one of the most monastic meetings held in the entire life of the
group. For two full days members were immersed completely in
surgery, while the wives were sent out to explore old and new
Boston, including the Fine Arts Museum”. Fortunately the meeting
terminated in a gala dinner at the Country Club.
The scientific sessions were held in the Massachusetts
General and Peter Bent Brigham Hospitals. The papes included
those on medical history (William Glenn), cardiovascular surgery
(Johnson, Vasli, Austen, Harken, Matloff, Taylor), pathophy
siology (Moore, Rhoads, Morgan, Pierce, Drinker), transplantation
(MacLean, Gelin, Russell, Murray, Wilson, Birtch, Couch), gas
troenterology (Dennis, Kay, Harrison), virology and anatomy
(Allen, Burke), replantation of extremities (Malt), cancer (Urban),
and endocrinology (Hasner). It should be noted that the first renal
transplantation in man had been done in the Brigham and the first
arm replantation by Malt in the MGH.
Special occasions included a tour of the Shriner’s Burn
Hospital under Professor Oliver Cope’s direction, and luncheon in
the Countway Library where Professor Moore recounted the
stirring days of smallpox vaccination in Boston by Boylston. The
Boston Surgical Society invited the members to a special dinner;
both Kay and Harrison participated as speakers in the program.

1969
Forty members attended this meeting which was held in
London with President Sir Hedley Atkins in the chair.
In the days immediately preceeding the meeting the inaugural
Tripartite Meeting of the Society of University Surgeons, the

Surgical Research Society and the European Society for Surgical
Research was held in the Royal College of Surgeons, and was
attended by several members of the ISG. Amongst those present at
the meeting were Sir Harry Platt, Sir James Paterson Ross, and
Lord Brock, who conducted members on a fascinating visit to the
old, late XVIIIth Century operating theatre, originally part of St.
Thomas Hospital before it moved to its present site, but now in the
upper floor of a building across the road from Guy’s Hospital
belonging to the Post Office.
A morning session, held in the London Hospital and organised
by David Ritchie, was devoted to visceral perfusion studies in
isolated organs. The pancreas and gallbladder were considered by
Hermon-Taylor and MacLean, the stomach by Hardcastle and
Aylward, and the liver by Beaugié and Cohen. A guest lecture
on hyperparathyroidism was given by Professor Romanus of
Gothenburg. The afternoon was devoted to visceral motility studies
(Mann, Hardcastle, Mann, Bourke).
On the second morning several operations were observed by
the group in Guy’s Hospital. Surgeons included Professor Sir
Hedley Atkins (sympathectomy using an axillary approach),
Blackburn (thyroidectomy), Lawrie (hypospadias), and Brain
(colon transplant for esophageal stricture). This was the last
occasion when observing operations was part of the programme of
a meeting of the group.
Papers presented by members were on breast cancer (Atkins
and Hayward, Forrest), cardio-pulmonary bypass (Bahnson),
pancreatic duct hemorrhage (Sandblom), porta-caval shunting
(Shumacker), cricopharyngeus achalasia (Nanson) and osteoar
thropathy due to bronchial cancer (Hasner).
The highlight of an outstanding social program was a black tie
dinner in the ornate Hall of the Worshipful Society of Apothecaries
of London in Blackfriars Lane. The Master gave the history of the
society and its wonderful building.
The ladies were entertained by an outing to Greenwich, where
they visited the Royal Naval College, the National Maritime
Museum and the famous tea-clipper, the Cutty Sark. Both the
ladies and members united for the final small intimate dinner
parties given by the London members.

1970
Thirty-two members attended the meeting in Gothenburg.
President Gelin was in the chair. Festivities opened with a dinner in
the Gelin’s home.

On the following day the program in the Sahlgrenska
Sjukhuset opened with a survey of rheology in surgery under the
direction of Gelin. it was followed by papers on bench surgery on
the kidney, and on transplantation. Kock gave a marvellous
demonstration of patients with a continent ileostomy, an operation
he had developed over the preceding years.
An all-day program followed with presentations by the members.
They included papers on artériographie localization of parathyroid
tumors (Hasner), ectopic ACTH syndrome (Welbourn), peptic ulcer
(Harrison, Larmi), hemobilia (Sandblom), early colectomy for ul
cerative colitis (Fretheim), colonic polyps (Welch), hamartomas
(Maier), a new heart valve (Bjork), aortic aneurysms (Shumacker,
Roberts, Smith) and vascular surgery (Vasli, Hall).
The highlight of a delightful social program was a boat trip to
the Alvsborg Fortress, where the governor of Gothenburg pre
sented the history of the building. The company was entertained by
can-can dancers amongst whom a Gelin was identified.

1971
President Sir John Bruce conducted the meeting in Edinburgh.
Thirty-nine members and twenty-seven ladies were present. The
annual dinner was held in the hall of the Royal College of Surgeons
at Edinburgh. Arrangements for the program had been made by Mr.
J.W.W. Thomson.
Unfortunately, no further details are available concerning the
scientific session. In the business meeting concern was voiced that
it would be necessary to increase the number of younger members.
A committee was appointed to report at the next meeting.

1972
President Harrison chaired the meeting in Vancouver. Twentyseven members and seventeen ladies attended. The scientific
sessions were held in the Vancouver General Hospital and in the
University of British Columbia.
On the first day the entire program was presented by local
surgeons. The following day, being a Sunday, was devoted to
excursions, such as a visit to Victoria, a city noted for its lovely
gardens.
Members of the ISG gave several papers on the third day.
They included Wangensteen (historical aspects of the training of
surgeons), Moore (surgical self-examination in the USA), Altemeier

(antibiotics), Glenn (electrophrenic respiration), Thoren (post
operative excretion of protein hormones). Welch (diverticulitis),
Sandblom (portal vein thrombosis), Hall, Bjork, Senning, Maier,
Ferguson (cardiovascular surgery).
In addition a very interesting description of the University
medical library and its plane tree brought from the island of Cos was
given by Mr. W.C. Gibson. The culminating social event was a
black tie dinner on the mountainside overlooking the beautiful city
and harbour of city.
In the business session a cryptic note by the Secretary stated
that the problem of increasing the number of younger members had
been solved; there was no clarification of the way in which this had
been done.

1973
President-Secretary Eivin Hasner welcomed thirty-three
members and twenty-five wives to Copenhagen. Scientific sessions
were held in the Rigshospitalet.
On the first day, papers were given by local members and
guests; the second day was devoted to papers by members. These
presentations were on endocrine surgery (Hasner), intraosseus
pressure (Arnoldi), infections (Wangensteen, Douglas, Smith),
surgical training for Vietnam (Bahnson), colon anastomosis
(Harrison), biliary sphincter (Ritchie), shock (Hardy), aneurysms
(Roberts, Shumacker), portal vein hypertension or thrombosis
(Sandblom, Bergentz), cardiac myxoma (Larmi), pulmonary
embolism (Le Quesne), lymphangiomyomatosis (Maier), and
breast cancer (Urban).
The social program included dinners at the Hasner home and
the Moltke’s Palais, and a day-long excursion to Frederiksborg
Castle and the Louisiana exhibition.

1974
President Professor Leif Efskind conducted the program in
Oslo. It was attended by 25 members and 15 wives. A full program
is not available, so the following exerts are taken from Eivin
Hasner’s report.
“Scientific sessions were held in the Rikshospitalet; papers
were given by the staff and from the Aker Sykehus and Ulleval
Sykhus. Papers were given about infections in surgery, plastic

repair of the common duct, ligation of the hepatic artery for treat
ment of hepatic cancer, intestinal bypass for massive obesity, the
apudoma concept, glucoprotein response to inflammation, tumors
in a rat model, adrenal scintigraphy, stenosis of the mesenteric
vessels, clinical experience with grafts in the pulmonary artery tree,
assisted circulation from a balloon pump, intraoperative
hemodynamic evaluation of aortic valves, late results of in situ
bypass, traumatic rupture of the intraventricular septum, bile
peritonitis, bone scintigraphy in various hip disorders, and proximal
gastric vagotomy.
“The social program was excellent. All the members were
invited by the Norwegian members to beautiful evenings in their
homes. For the ladies excellent sightseeing in the town and
museums was arranged. In the afternoon of July 8 there was a tour
for members and ladies to the environs of Oslo”.

1975
President Sir Donald Douglas presided at the Dundee meeting
on September 19 and 20; it was attended by 27 members, most of
them with their ladies. Members were housed in the Old Course
Hotel overlooking the famous St. Andrew’s golf course. We were
able to see the hardy Scots carrying their bag of clubs, as they com
pletely disregarded the Scottish mists and gusty winds.
Papers were given in the Ninewells Hospital and the hotel. A
wide variety of subjects was chosen; they included biliary fenestra
tion in the treatment of bile duct stones, the cancer surgeon and his
pathologist, thermography and tissue P02 in peripheral vascular
disease, pathological and immunological studies in primary
thyrotoxicosis, the diagnosis of gastric ulcer, early tangential
shaving in the treatment of burn injuries, control of pathological
fibrosis, collagen fibre patterns in penicillamine treated wounds,
studies on inhibition of hypothalamic releasing hormones by
immunological techniques, spontaneous perforation of the
esophagus, Metiamide in inhibition of gastric secretion, ACTHestimations before and after surgery for hypercorticism, ascending
aortico-aortic branch bypass grafting in the management of
stenotic lesions, carcinoma of the thyroid, international manpower
comparisons in surgery, the barber surgeons, breast cancer,
profunda femoris artery in reconstructive surgery, how many
G cells are there in the stomach?, diverticulitis of the colon,
anastomosis of the tail of the pancreas to the stomach in Whipple’s
operation, carcinoma of the junction of the biliary ducts, the
diagnosis of thyroid carcinoma, the effect of defibrinogenation on

pulmonary embolism in dogs, cardiac and arterial injuries, recurrent
common duct stones caused by postoperative hemobilia, and the
role of H2 receptor antagonists in the treatment of duodenal ulcer
and Z-E syndrome.
The social events included a visit to Scone Palace and the
town of St. Andrews for the ladies. Some of the men toured the egoshattering golf course as the rains descended.

1976
Twenty-one members and their ladies attended the meeting in
Indianapolis that was chaired by President Harris Shumacker.
The scientific program was held in St. Vincent’s and the
University Hospitals. Members’ papers included those on medical
education in Indiana (Shumacker), pulmonary contusion (Larmi),
dextran (Bergentz), patent ductus arteriosus (Ferguson), recto
vaginal fistulas (Bricker), a new disc valve (Hall), tumors of the
testis (Hasner), pulmonary lymphangiomatosis (Maier), operating
room nurses (Wangensteen), femoral-popliteal reconstruction
(Roberts, Vasli), and the university medical center as a theatre of
military operations (Dunphy). Secretary Hasner also noted that
“the members were invited to visit the Ultrasound Research
Laboratory in the University Hospital and were much impressed by
the excellent work which has been performed by Dr. Heimberger
and his associates”.
He continued: “The President and his wife showed us great
hospitality. We were invited to a private home at ‘Forbears’ and to
the University Club, where the group had its banquet, at Woodstock
Club for lunch and later on a visit to the Art Museum”.

1977
President Teuvo Larmi welcomed 18 members, including
honorary members Owen Wangensteen and Fritz Linder, and Mary
Gibbon, the wife of the late Jack Gibbon. Later in the meeting she
spoke of the early days of the original heart-lung machine as it was
being developed in a little attic room in the Massachsetts General
Hospital and later used in Philadelphia.
Although the number of attenders was smaller than usual,
those who were present considered it to be one of the most
interesting meetings. The hosts were most gracious. Sixteen
Finnish colleagues participated and gave a full day of papers on

various clinical and laboratory studies. Members who presented
papers included Ferguson (surgery on small infants), Shumacker
(open mitral valvulotomy), Gelin (extracorporeal renal surgery,
renal transplantation, shock), Macbeth (Aesculapius, research and
surgical training), Sandblom (precocious puberty, common duct
stones), Mattila (heart transplantation), Hasner (male breast
cancer), Scott (Cushing’s disease), Johnson (intravenous
feeding), Ballinger (islet cell transplantation, jejuno-ileal bypass),
Linder (hyperinsulinism), and Roberts (vascular surgery). A special
lecture was given by Wangensteen on “Some homespun signi
ficant American contributions to surgery’s advance”.
A full social program ended with a morning swim for ladies and
gentlemen and a departure lunch.

1978
Thirty members and their ladies were entertained royally in
Glasgow by President Sir Andrew Kay and his wife, Netta. As we
arrived we were presented with a booklet containing a history of the
Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Glasgow, written by
Sir Charles Illingworth in 1976.
A full day devoted to papers by the Glasgow surgeons
included presentations by Blumgart (who was elected in 1979 to
the Group) on liver blood flow, and Sir Charles on William Hunter’s
collections of books, coins, and paintings.
The second day was filled with presentations from the Group
that included hyperalimentation (Rhoads), surgery for hyper
lipidemia (Varco, Scott), pheochromocytoma (Welbourn) colo
rectal cancer (Slaney), radionuclide diagnostic techniques
(Sabiston), insulin tumors (Le Quesne), Glasgow and the gavels of
the Society of Clinical Surgery (Shumacker), hyperparathyroidism
(Wade, Hasner), breast cancer (Forrest), response of complement
system to trauma (Gelin), hyperosmolarity (Nyländer), wound
infection (Smith), common duct stones (Sandblom), and “In and
out of the surgical arena” (Wangensteen).
The social program was enjoyed greatly, particularly by the
ladies. Many of us will never forget the delightful formal dinner in the
Western Infirmary. The menu, bound between black cardboards,
was a fitting introduction to the numerous Scottish tales told by
Drew as we consumed Filet de Truite, and La Couronne de Boeuf
Roti.
The President, Sir Andrew Watt Kay, wrote in 1988:
“In my opinion the great strength of the ISG is not only the
excellence of scientific presentations but, perhaps more import

antly, the dual friendship of husbands and wives. With this in
mind I am enclosing a copy of a multi-signature script which my
daughter, Rosalind, prepared to be sent to Nancy Dunphy in 1979.
“I am also enclosing, only for your interest, a copy of ‘For
Those Growing Old’ which I keep framed in my study just to keep
me seeing things straight.

“FOR THOSE GROWING OLD”
Lord, Thou knowest that I am growing older.
Keep me from becoming talkative and possessed with the idea
that I must express myself on every subject.
Release me from craving to straighten out everyone’s affairs.
Keep me from the recital of endless detail. Give me wings to
get to the point.
Seal my lips when I am inclined to tell of any aches and pains.
They are increasing with the years and my love to speak of them
grows sweeter as time goes by.
Teach me the glorious lesson that occasionally I may be
wrong. Make me thoughtful but not nosey; helpful but not bossy.
With my vast store of wisdom and experience it does now seem a
pity not to use it all. But Thou knowest, Lord, that I want a few
friends at the end.”

1979
The meeting was held in San Francisco under the presidency
of Professor J. Englebert Dunphy.
The Secretary notes in his minutes “the meeting was
extremely good and in a very relaxed spirit”. Perhaps that is why
the minutes were extremely brief, and no programs are still avail
able. At any rate 30 members attended, many with their wives.
The scientific meetings were held in the University Hospital
and the San Francisco General Hospital. The Secretary again be
came very expansive when he claimed “Papers were given in
every field of our profession.” The ladies visited Muir Woods
among other excursions. Dinners were held in the University and
Bohemian clubs.
The highlight of the meeting must have been the barrage of
stories by our famous and well-loved President; most of them
carried a moral, though they still are unprintable.

THE OLD ORDER CHANGETH AND GIVETH PLACE
TO THE NEW

1980
The meeting was held in Heidelberg. It was notable for many
reasons; one of the most important was that it was the first held
outside the original locations that included the Scandinavian
countries, the British Isles, Canada and the United States. Appro
priately, the President was one of our honorary members - Pro
fessor Fritz Linder - the most eminent German surgeon of his
generation.
In addition, this was the year in which Eivin Hasner relin
quished the office of Secretary to Sven-Erik Bergentz. Eivin had
been a model secretary. He attended all of the meetings and fol
lowed them with succinct reports to all of the members. Rarely
given to hyperbole or deviation from factual details, he had not only
produced the minutes, but had retained the original flavor of the
organization as one devoted to the science and art of surgery, and
the cultivation of friendship amongst members and their wives. It
was an unusual meeting when he failed to present a paper of
interest. Inasmuch as he was retiring from the practice of surgery
about this time, he planned to devote much of his energy to his
violin, while his wife, Gunna, presumably could continue to drive a
locomotive about their back yard.
With this array of new officers and a new venue the wisdom
of the founding fathers of the Group became manifest. The
organization had maintained the purposes for which it was
founded, and had been able to secure its survival by the steady
accumulation of young blood from all countries. These younger
members, as in the past, have continued to flower and to occupy
increasingly important posts in their various countries.
The Heidelberg meeting was attended by about 30 members
and many of their wives. The first day’s session was held in the
medical school auditorium, and that of the second day in Mannheim
under the direction of Professor Michael Trede. In the two days, 33
papers were presented on a great variety of subjects. They
included biliary disease (Le Quesne, Manegold, Hoffmeister, Ruf,
Becker, Encke and Johnston), gastric surgery (Linder, Viikari, Menniken), breast cancer (Urban, Forrest, Henningsen), other cancer
topics
(Hasner,
Bokelmann,
Saeger,
Larmi,
Maier),
vascular surgery (Hardy, Jenal, Roberts, Thiele, Allenberg,
Hissen), orthopedics (Arnoldi, Mischowsky and Bertermann),

infections (Altemeier), intractable hiccups (Glenn), gallstones and
clots (Sandblom), shock (Gelin), and surgical treatment of renal
papillary necrosis (Sander).
As a fitting conclusion to the surgical program, Owen
Wangensteen presented a comprehensive description of the
contributions of the Heidelberg School of Surgeons.
In addition to a full social program, Ursula Trede gave a super
lative organ recital on the organ in the Speyer Cathedral. It was
followed by a visit to a Palatinate wine cellar, lectures on the
science of the grape and wine-tasting, and by a country-style
dinner.

1981
This meeting, under the presidency of Professor Lars Thoren,
was held from Sept. 9-12. Thirty-three members, most of them with
their wives, attended.
On the opening afternoon, Professor Thoren led us into the old
anatomical theatre with its nearly vertical series of benches where
standing spectators could view the dissection proceeding on the
floor below. It was here that the lymphatic system was first demon
strated by Rudeckius.
The scientific sessions were held on Sept. 10 in Uppsala, and
on the 11th in Stockholm under the chairmanship of Professor
Gunnar Nylander. Subjects considered included endocrine surgery
(Wade, Johansson, Granberg, Welbourn, Johnston, Grimelius,
Bostrom, Linder), liver (Sundblad, Norlander, Shields, Delin,
Gustavsson), morbid obesity (Moody, Thoren), cancer (Urban,
Sander, Thorarinsson, Nylander, Ohman), pancreas (Nordgren,
Jacobson, Trede), intestinal ischemia (Gustafsson), wound
healing (Williams), free radicals (Forsberg), vascular grafts
(Eriksson), trauma (Arthursson), toxic shock (Altemeier), surgical
physiology (Ludbrook, Ware, Nyländer, Haggmark, Mogarri,
Ernas), selection of surgical chairmen (Shumacker) and atomic
warfare (Welch).
The social attractions included visits to Linnaeus’ gardens in
Uppsala and the unbelievable collection of living botanical speci
mens from all over the world, and to the Milles’ museum of
sculpture in Stockholm.

1982
This was the year of the Silver Jubilee of the ISG. President
Welbourn had arranged a gala meeting in London, and had pre
pared an excellent booklet describing the history of the organiza
tion. Forty members attended, together with most of their wives.
The hosts were the London members - Dick and Rachel Welbourn,
Leslie and Paddy Le Quesne, and Leslie and Sara Blumgart.
The scientific sessions on the first day, at the Royal Post
graduate Medical School, were organised on a topic basis, with
speakers from the RPMS and ISG contributing to each session.
There were three sessions on vascular surgery (Slaney, Bergentz,
Shumacker), gastrointestinal bleeding (Carter, Shields), endocrine
tumours of the gut (Le Quesne, Johnston, Stadil), and thoracic
surgery (Glenn, Mulder, Hardy, Gunnlaugsson), to mention only
the ISG contributors. The sessions ended with papers by Polk on
phagocyte stimulation and on nuclear magnetic resonance by
Professor Steiner. The meeting at the Middlesex Hospital Medical
School on the second day followed a similar pattern, with sessions
on hepato-biliary surgery (Larmi, Blumgart, Moddy, Sandblom) and
on endocrine topics (Hasner, Wade, Maier) and a group of papers
on aspects of gastrointestinal surgery from members of the staff
of the Middlesex Hospital.
The ladies programme included visits to Kew Gardens and
Windsor, and the extensive social programme included supper
parties given by the Welbourns and the Le Quesnes, and dinner in
the Palace of Westminster, with visits to both the house of Lords
and House of Commons. On the last evening there was a reception
in the Courtauld Gallery at the University of London, followed by the
formal dinner at University College.
During the business meeting the President distributed the
historical booklet referred to earlier. In addition to the recollections
by Eivin Hasner and Jonathan Rhoads, quoted verbatim at the start
of this history, it included a statement of the constitution and by
laws of the ISG, a list of past meetings and officers, and of past
honorary members. In addition, the President initiated a printed
leaflet, to be revised annually by the Secretary, listing the officers
and members of the Group. These innovations together with the
fine program, made this meeting one of the most outstanding of the
entire history of the ISG. A photograph of those attending the meet
ing is reproduced in his booklet. (Figure 4)
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Fig.4
Photograph taken at the Royal Postgraduate Medical School on the
occasion of the Silver Jubilee Meeting, 1982.
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1983
The meeting was held in Nashville, with President William
Scott in the chair. Thirty-seven members attended; about 30 of
them were accompanied by their wives. An excellent scientific
program included 16 papers by the Vanderbilt University staff and
23 by members of the ISG.
Members and their topics included Bergentz (poplitealtrifurcation disease), Bjork (massive chronic pulmonary embolism,
the Bjork heart valve), Couture (Teflon in arterial Surgery), Nyländer
(fluid shifts in hemorrhage), Hall (Doppler monitoring of cardiac out
put), Pruitt (post-burn neutrophil impairment), Larmi (experimental
pancreatitis), Roberts (fibrinolytic agents in arterial disease),
Allgower (equanimity in surgeons), Irving (home parental nutrition,
sepsis severity score), Sawyers (alkaline gastritis), Forrest (breast
secretions and cyst fluid), Welbourn (pituitary changes after
adrenalectomy for Cushing’s disease), Scott (systemic masto
cytosis, pheochromocytoma), Sandblom (iatrogenic hemobilia),
Trunkey (adrenals and septic shock), Smith (priorities in post
operative wound infections), Longmire (sclerosing cholangitis),
Copeland (local recurrence cancer of the breast), Blumgart (cancer
of the high bile ducts), Jones (hepatic resections for metastatic
tumours), Thorarinsson (cancer of the thyroid).
The ladies visited the Hermitage, home of Andrew Jackson,
seventh president of the United States. Receptions were held in the
homes of the Scotts and Sawyers. The formal dinner was held in
the Hermitage Hotel. A photograph of the members is available.

1984
The meeting was held in Oslo; Karl Victor-Hall was the pre
sident. The scientific meeting followed the usual format, with the
papers from the local area on the first day and from the members of
the ISG on the second.
Members who presented papers included Amundsen (pro
gnosis in Septicemia), Scott (gastric cancer), Sawyers (colon
cancer), Forrest (breast cancer), Harbitz (liver cancer resections),
Irving (Crohn’s disease), Rob (carotid artery surgery), Larmi
(thoracoabdominal aneurysms), Bergentz (Dextran in vascular
surgery), Linder (arterio-portal fistulas), Encke (portasystemic
shunts), Nyländer (intestinal obstruction), Sandblom (how authors
have ridiculed doctors), Skinner (antireflux surgery), Allgower
(update on the Société Internationale de Chirugie), Karl Victor Hall

(experience with the Medtronic-Hall valve).
Karl Victor-Hall in 1988 sent the following note about the
meeting:
“I regret very much that I am unable to send any photos from
the meeting here in Oslo. You may not know that I had an infarct on
October 28, 1986, with resuscitation and subsequent coronary
surgery. Slowly my state of health has improved and I hope to
attend the group meeting in Scotland next year.
“Several photos were taken at lunch in the American ambas
sador’s home, Marc Evans Austad. It was a nice sunny day and the
president gave a nice print of an excellent Norwegian artist as a
token of gratitude for his hospitality.
. “The group visited the world famous Holmenkollen skimuseum and jumping hill. There we also saw the equipment
Ronald Amundsen used when he conquered the South Pole in
1913 just a few weeks ahead of the unhappy team led by Scott.
“To accommodate the group in my home the first evening I
rented a tent and raised it in the garden and roofed the passage into
my home using a 43 square meter genoa from my sailing boat.
Though my home has a modest size by American standards it has
a site giving a nice overlook of the Oslo fiord and the nearby
harbour of the yacht club.”

1985
This meeting, held in Basel immediately after the Société Inter
nationale de Chirugie assembly in Paris, attracted an unusually
large group of 40 members and the majority were accompanied
by their wives. Hosts were President Martin Allgower and his
successor Dr. Felix Harder.
The first day was devoted to scientific presentations by
members of the Department of Surgery of the University of Basel,
and the second to papers by members. Members and their topics
included Encke (chemotherapy of liver métastasés), Vasli (lung
cancer), Forrest (breast cancer), Trede (pancreatectomy), Urban
(breast cancer), Longmire (experimental cancer therapy), Thoren
(parathyroid surgery), Welbourn (transsphenoidal hypophysectomy), Aune (gastric binding for massive obesity), Carter
(gallstone pancreatitis), Sawyers (Boehraave), Scott (total colec
tomy), Irving (Crohn’s fistulas), Barker (islet transplantation), Scott
(morbid obesity), Welch (peptic ulcer controversies), Pruitt (injury
and neurohormones), Trunkey (shock and the myocardium),

Arnoldi (hip alloplasty), Dionigi (high-risk surgical patients), Bjork
(heart valves and anticoagulation), Bahnson (transplantation
surgery), Shumacker (history of heart surgery).
Most of the members spent their few spare hours strolling
about the beautiful city and visiting the fine art museum and its
courtyard that contains Rodin’s magnificent sculpture of the
Burghers of Calais. The formal dinner in the Hotel Drei Könige was
enlivened by many stories, particularly by Philip Sandblom.

1986
This meeting was held in Birmingham, under the Presidency of
Sir Geoffrey Slaney , who, together with his wife Jo, Frank and
Joyce Ashton, and John and Liz Fielding had arranged an admir
able programme. The scientific sessions were held in the Queen
Elizabeth Hospital, and followed the usual pattern of papers
contributed by surgeons from Birmingham and by members of the
ISG. It is of interest to look at the topics covered by these papers
and compare them with those presented at the early meetings of
the Group. Some of the papers, such as that giving an analysis of
risk factors in cardiac valve replacement, represented a branch of
surgery which was in its infancy in 1958, when Bill Glenn read a
paper on right heart by-pass. In comparison with Jerry Urban’s
paper at the first meeting on internal mammary node excision in the
treatment of mammary carcinoma, Jack Hardcastle’s paper on
screening for the detection of colo-rectal carcinoma illustrated the
extent which surgeons’ concept of their role in the management of
cancer has broadened from a consideration of yet more radical
surgery to wider considerations, such as the field of pre-symptomatic diagnosis. In contrast, Charles Rob spoke about the surgical
treatment of ‘carotid’ stenosis at the first meeting, and at the
second Henry Harkins read a paper on the surgical treatment of
duodenal ulcer, and papers of similar titles were presented at this
meeting, representing enduring surgical challenges despite new
techniques and much study. It is this picture of the evolving face of
surgery across a wide field, presented by leaders in their field,
which has constituted the fascination and value of the meetings of
the Group.
The social programme included a visit for the ladies to the
splendid medieval castle at Warwick, a reception in the Council
House of the City of Birmingham, and an evening at Stratford to see
Richard III. There was a memorable ceremony during the lunch
break at the Queen Elizabeth Hospital on the first day of the meet-

Fig. 5
The President, Geoffrey Slaney, helps Sir Harry Platt cut his 100th Birth
day cake, watched by Harry Shu macker, Birmingham Meerting, 1986.

ing, September 4, when to the delight of the members they were
joined by Sir Harry Platt, who was one month short of his 100th
Birthday. The delightful picture shows the President helping Sir
Harry to cut his slightly premature birthday cake. He celebrated his
100th Birthday on October 1, and died peacefully in his armchair,
with a nearly completed Times cross-word puzzle before him,
some 10 weeks later. (Figure 5)

1987
The hosts for this meeting in Washington were Charles Rob
(President), Mary Rob, Harris and Myrtie Shumacker, and Norman
and Lois Rich. The scientific sessions were held in the Uniformed
Services University of the Health Sciences of the Edward Herbert
School of Medicine. The University, founded in 1972, is one of the
most unusual in the US and because of its importance attracted an
unusually large attendance of 46 members and 34 wives.
The scientific program opened with a mini-symposium on
mass casualties. Rear Admiral Donald Stutz presented a video
tape of the disaster on the deck of the aircraft carrier Forrestal. He
was followed by Rudowski on an emergency program for mass
casualties, Irving on the Old Bailey and Tower of London explo
sions, and Captain Etienne on the marine experience in Lebanon.
Later papers were given by members of the ISG. They
included Couture, Forrest, and Urban (breast surgery), Amundsen
(immunosuppression during pregnancy), Moore (health policies
and physician responses), Glenn (evolution of intracardiac
surgery), Trunkey (shock and the myocardium), Allen (risks of
transfusion), Nahrwold (entero-oxyntin), Arnoldi (hip alloplasty),
Russell (restoration of insulin secretion in diabetics with living
cells), Skinner (Barrett’s esophagus), Allgower (prophylaxis of
shock in burned patients), Nyländer (gluconeogensis in
hypovolemia), Thoren (hormone release in parathyroid disease),
Fonkelsrud (gastroesophpageal reflux in childhood), Moody
(gallstones), Longmire (hemangioma of the liver), Smith (angioma
of suboccipital plexus), Rob (history of in situ grafts). MacLean
(morbid obesity).
The social program included a visit to the White House, a
dinner at the Columbia Club, a formal dinner at the Hyatt Regency
Hotel, and an evening at the Kennedy Center where dinner
preceded a performance by the New York City Ballet.
In his recollections of the meeting, Charles Rob said “I per
sonally felt that Paul Russell give one of the best papers that has

ever been read before our Group”. Paul’s paper had described the
conquest of diabetes by genetic alterations, and a model of how it
may be possible to do it in man.
At the business meeting, the death of Sir Harry Platt at the age
of 100 years was announced.
A photograph of members and guests attending the meeting is
available.

1988
The meeting was held in Reykjavik under the aegis of Pre
sident Hjalti Thorarinsson. Forty-seven members, and 51 wives
and guests attended. Sessions were scheduled in the very comfort
able Hotel Lotfleidir. It was possible for the members to take short
excursions around the city and some of the more venturesome
souls - Geoff Slaney and Jim Maloney - were able to net several
salmon.
The scientific sessions included presentations describing the
unique health problems of Iceland. Members of the ISG discussed
various historical topics (Shumacker, Glenn, Welch), breast cancer
(Forrest), pancreatic disease (Carter, Trede), radical gut resections
(Williamson), postcholecystectomy state (Larmi), scintigraphy in
cancer patients (Encke), endogenous opiates in shock (Ludbrook),
hypothermia(Linder), high flow and varicose veins (Jamieson),
hepatic hemangiomas (Longmire), caval thrombi with renal cell
tumors (Mulder), inhalation injury (Pruitt), trauma centers (Irving).
The flavour of the meeting was admirably captured by the
Secretary’s Minute:
“A memorable social program commenced with a civic recep
tion hosted by the Mayor and City of Reykjavik in the now famous
Hofdi House where Gorbachev and Reagan held their summit
meeting. It was interesting to observe indications of the members’
political leanings according to whether they wished to be photo
graphed in Gorbachev’s or Reagan’s chair. The following day the
ladies visited museums and art exhibitions and in the evening we all
travelled to Thingvellir, the site of the beginning of the world’s
oldest continuing parliament. A visit en route was made to a
geothermal area to witness steam gushing out of the ground under
enormous pressure. Whilst the spectacle was enjoyed by all, most
members expressed themselves unimpressed, as they daily saw
similar amounts of hot air issuing from their hospital admini
strators’s offices. At Thingvellir the membership walked down an
ever widening geological rift between the American and European

plates, confident that such a rift could never affect our Group. Also
they subsequently saw the mobilization of the ISG rescue group
(when llsegret Linder was left stranded on the cliff in the midst of
heavy rain and terrific wind in complete darkness). A magnificent
dinner at the Valholla Hotel was hosted by the Icelandic Depart
ment of Health.
“The meeting culminated in a splendid banquet in the
Loftleider Hotel, at which our hosts were warmly thanked and Pat
and Margaret Forrest invited us to Edinburgh next year. An ex
cellent conference was marred only by the confession of one of our
American members that he had been eating Puffins. His revelation
outraged the conservation minded Europeans who somewhat
irrationally threatened to eat Bald Eagle on their next visit to the
United States.”

1989
The International Surgical Group held its 32nd meeting in
Edinburgh, Scotland on 6th-8th September 1989. Our hosts were
Pat and Margaret Forrest assisted by David and llske Carter and
Geoff and Angela Chisholm. A total of 52 members together with 48
wives and guests attended.
An outstanding scientific meeting was presented by staff from
the University Departments of Surgery and Urology and by
members of the group. Although invidious to choose any of the
latter for mention the group was greatly encouraged by the quality
of the presentations by our new members; B.C.G. in the treatment
of bladder cancer (Chisholm), Surgical research in Australia
(Bennett), Gallstone lithotripsy (Nahrwold), Alkaline reflux gastritis
(Ritchie) screening for abdominal aneurysm (Bergquist) pyogenic
cholangitis (Li), construction of a neoanal sphincter (Williams).
The social programme commenced on Wednesday evening
with a function held jointly with the James IVth Association of
Surgeons who were simultaneously holding their annual general
meeting on the grounds that there was considerable overlap in the
membership of the two organisations. We opened with a reception
given by the University of Edinburgh, the City Council and the
Lothian Health board in the Old Hall of the University. Members and
their wives viewed an exhibition of tartans and could be heard
recalling tenuous hereditary connections with Scotland that might
entitle them to wear some of the more attractive and expensive
examples. It was however felt that those with names such as
Williams, O’Higgins and Jones were stretching credulity a bit too far

in this respect. We then viewed a model of a skinned horse from
Bologna which had somehow found its way to Edinburgh and
decided not to buy Jonathan Rhoads a replica for his 80th birthday
on the grounds that it would cost 150,000 dollars.
Supper consisted of traditional Scottish fare though, as many
commented, the piped in haggis looked remarkably like a large
ovarian dermoid. Following supper we watched three Scottish
surgeons and anaesthetists and their wives demonstrate an eightsome reel after which members of the group attempted the same.
It was interested to note how members from the southern American
states, notably John Sawyer and Scott Jones demonstrated a
greater affinity for this jumping around type of dancing even if they
did tend to relapse into “ho down” type steps.
On the Thursday the ladies visited Glamis Castle and the
Caithness Glass factory and in the evening we all attended a
reception in Edinburgh Castle hosted by the Lord Advocate where
we heard how Lloyd Maclean was indirectly to blame for Scotland
being ruled from London. The Secretary of the ISG was also
disconcerted to hear a Swedish member closely questioning a
security man on the best way of breaking into the strong room
containing the Scottish crown jewels. Whilst most members of the
group were impressed by the jewels it is rumoured that the wife of
one senior member felt that her own were just as good although she
had to admit to not having a crown or sword of state. We left the
Castle to take dinner in the Edinburgh New Club on Princes Street
from where we had fabulous views of the floodlit castle.
On the Friday the ladies visited the treasures of the Burrell
collection in Glasgow and in the late afternoon we all joined
together for a somewhat jingoistic bus tour which showed us the
architectural heritage of the beautiful city. In the evening the
members dinner was held at the Royal College of Surgeons of
Edinburgh by the invitation of the President, Geoff Chisholm, one
of our members. Good food, wine and whisky flowed freely to the
accompaniment of harp music and protestations by Geoff Slaney
that he really had caught 15 salmon in Iceland and that allegations
by David Carter that they were bought in a fish shop were slander
ous.
The Annual General Meeting was held on Thursday 7th
September under the chairmanship and highly individual demo
cracy of Pat Forrest (one of our American members was still
puzzling after the end of the meeting how a motion could be passed
nem con when no vote was taken).
Two new members were admitted to the group under the
United Kingdom membership. These were Professor Arthur Li

(Hong Kong) and Professor Dick Bennett (Melbourne, Australia).
There then followed a long discussion on the widening of the
membership. The demand for membership was greater than the
spaces available. It was the expressed view of the meeting that the
present limit on 60 active members be not increased and that the
restriction of membership to those fluent in the English language be
maintained. With these provisos the Secretary, the Treasurer and
the next President were asked to produce a discussion document
for the next Annual General Meeting. This document was to explore
the question of membership in general and the question of nonattenders and the 10% rule in particular.

1990
The International Surgical Group held its 33rd Meeting in
Montreal, Canada on 12-15 September 1990. Our hosts were
Lloyd and Eleanor Maclean, David and Norma Mulder, and
Jonathan and Jacqueline Meakins. A total of 42 members attended,
together with their wives and guests.
The meeting commenced with a visit to the magnificent Osier
Library of McGill University. We heard from the Librarian of the
origins of the collection and how Osier would always get a book that
he wanted, but never at anything other than a bargain price. We
inspected with awe and admiration accounts of post modems he
had witnessed, written in Osier’s own hand. We reverentially
turned the pages of first editions of the works of Harvey, Vesalius
and Larrey. We were allowed free rein to wander the Library to
inspect the valuable collection for ourselves. It is a high tribute to
the respectability of the Group that the librarian let us all out of the
Library without being frisked.
Later that same evening we visited the David Steward
Museum on the Ile Sainte Helene, where on alighting from the bus
we were surrounded by some curious animals which the local
surgeons assured us were ground hogs, although the visitors
remained unsure.
The Museum was a brilliant exposition of the history of Quebec
province in general, and Montreal in padicular. A tour of the
Museum was led by two young guides, both gifted teachers and
both proud of their French-Canadian origins. As a result, for the
second year in succession we heard how the English could be
pretty unreasonable when, in the past, they decided they wanted
someone else’s country. We will have to await our visit to New
castle for Ivan Johnson to redress the balance and show what good

fellows the English really are.
We then reboarded the coaches, noting en passant that the
ground hogs had gone to ground and went to the beautiful Helene
de Champlain restaurant where we had a memorable evening meal
to the musical accompaniment of an obstetrician’s son.
On the following day members and their wives joined together
for a lunchtime coach tour of Montreal. Our bags of food and wine
were consumed with relish as we drove past fine buildings, and
despite Canada’s excellent health care system, what seemed an
inordinate number of cemeteries. The ladies went on to the Botanic
Gardens where to Eleanor MacLean’s concern they scattered in all
directions like seeds in the wind.
In the evening we went to the Montreal Museum of Fine Arts to
see an exhibition of the Impressionists which left even Philip and
Grace gasping. We ate an excellent buffet supper to the sounds of
Mozart, Vivaldi and Elgar, played by the doctors who constitute the
I Medici di McGill Chamber Ensemble.
On the Friday the ladies visited Old Montreal and had an
excellent lunch in a suitably old Montreal restaurant.
On the final evening we gathered for a formal dinner in the
panelled and stained glass surroundings of the University Club.
After an excellent meal, during which we heard how Eleanor
MacLean guarantees fine weather for conferences by performing a
modified rain dance each morning, we sat in awe and listened
whilst historian, Professor Michael Bliss, told us the true story
surrounding the discovery of insulin by Banting and Best.
The Scientific Meeting maintained the usual high standards
with memorable papers on the return to surgical cholecystectomy
through laparoscopic techniques (Trede), the success of conser
vative methods in the treatment of peptic ulcer complications (Li),
the conservative management of prostate cancer (Chisholm), and
the rehabilitation into laboratory medicine of an ageing academic
(Forrest). A paper on pancreatic islet transplantation into the
thymus by Clyde Barker was judged to be of outstanding interest.
The McGill Department of Surgery staff presented their work on
lung transplantation (Shennib), cardiac transplantation (Jackson)
and peritonitis (Meakins), thereby showing why this Medical School
has such a high reputation.

PERSONAL RECOLLECTIONS
CLAUDE WELCH
At the time this note is being written no one recalls the details
of the early meetings. However by 1963 the Group had coalesced
and it was obvious that the aims of the founders were in process of
fulfilment. In that year the President was Philip Sandblom. Philip
and Grace demonstrated a perfect combination of scientific
presentations, good fellowship and a magnificent display of their
personal collection of paintings that included many fine examples
of the Impressionist School, and my wife, Phyllis, never can forget
finding a Renoir hidden behind a door!
From the time of induction, every member can provide dozens
of details of various meetings. Memories are bound to vary since
circumstances made it impossible for every person to attend every
annual session. Hence, in order to make this summary of the years
of the ISG reasonably coherent I will consider several separate
topics; they include the membership and organizational details, the
scientific programs, and, finally, some personal recollections that
demonstrate the reasons why respect and affection for our com
rades have burgeoned during the years.
Membership The earliest constitution and by-laws adopted
on July 1, 1958, defined founders, active, senior and honorary
members. A list of the founder members is set out in Appendix 7.
The age at which active members progressed to senior member
ship was set at 65. Honorary membership has been given by
election to certain unusually important persons as well as to some
senior members who have climbed the entire ladder. Honorary
members are exempt from paying annual dues - a perquisite that
on paper appears to be highly significant, but one that rapidly loses
some of its glamour when it is recognized that the first by-laws
established these dues at two pounds stering. An Equal number of
members was specified for those countries east and west of the
Atlantic.
Subsequent changes in the by-laws, together with the present
constitution and by-laws are set out in Appendix 9.
A glance at the list of members, both present and past,
conveys the impression that prominent individuals, oriented
strongly to academic surgery, were chosen at the outset. The
opportunity for younger surgeons to engage in intimate conver
sations with these giants proved to be of inestimable benefit to the
Group. Likewise, as the youthful members became more mature,

and others from a later generation were elected, ages and nations
were melded in a manner that has succeeded in establishing a selfperpetuating organization. Meanwhile no one can glance at the list
of departed members without recognizing their great contributions
to surgery and recalling many personal anecdotes - the stuff of
which true fellowship is formed. Thus Sir Harry Platt, not only
because of his many honours, has other reasons to live in our
memories; as a centenarian, he had nearly completed the Times
crossword puzzle when he collapsed.
Meetings Every member will be able to recall the highlights
of many of the meetings. The scientific programs have allowed a
roughly equal division of papers presented by local surgeons and
by members of the Group. Some of the outstanding presentations
that live in my memory may be listed. In an early meeting Sir Hedley
Atkins recounted his prospective study of mastectomy versus
tylectomy plus radiation therapy in the treatment of breast cancer.
Philip Sandblom spoke of the relationship of art and medicine long
before he published his famous book. Lord Russell Brock demon
strated the original operating theatre used in St. Thomas’ Hospital.
On a memorable day in Gothenburg in 1970, Lars Gelin spoke
of his bench surgery on kidneys and Kock demonstrated his
continent pouch in 3 patients with ulcerative colitis. In 1980 Fritz
Linder was in the chair in the old amphitheatre in Heidelberg when
Owen Wangensteen recounted the history of the Heidelberg
school of surgery; we later visited the magnificent Cancer Research
Institute. In 1981 in Uppsala, by courtesy of Lars Thoren, we were
able to stand in the old anatomical theatre of the University as well
as to see the famous gardens of Linnaeus. Martin Allgower and his
group in Basel inn1985 described the beautifully designed clinical
experiment designed to evaluate proximal gastric vagotomy. In
Washington, under the aegis of Harry Shumacker and Charles
Rob, we heard an electrifying reenactment of an explosion on the
aircraft carrier, Forrestal, as a result of an accident during the
Vietnam War. It was followed by an equally dramatic portrayal by
Paul Russell of the future of medicine and surgery aided by such
marvels as genetic engineering.
The list could be continued in great detail. However sample
programs of some of the meetings are included with this brief
report. Items of current or future interest were included. For
example, Jim Hardy described his attempts at lung transplantation
20 years before it really became practical in humans.
Social programs An early pattern for a delightful social
program emerged in the 1962 meeting in Falsterbo and Lund.
Some personal recollections have been recorded in the description
of the meeting above.

Another memorable dinner was held in the ornate Hall of the
Apothecaries in London, with Sir Hedley Atkins as host. The glories
of the British Empire were manifested in the accoutrements and the
regal furnishings of the building. Another gemütlich banquet in
Glasgow was sparked by Sir Andrew Kay as he regaled us with
amusing tales of ministers and the native brew.
Personal memories Every person retains a storehouse of
memories. I shall recount a few of my own.
(1) A meeting was held in Boston in 1965. At that time
finances were very rough particularly for British members. One of
our entertainments was a dinner in the Harvard Club; each meal
cost a little less than $5 and the extra assessment for the entire
meeting was less that $50 per member.
(2) When we met in Dundee Sir Donald Douglas asked if any
one would like to play a round of golf on the famous St. Andrew’s
course. Of course several eager beavers declared they were ready
to play; perhaps their ambition excelled their ability. Let me paint
the picture. The course contains a fairway. It also contains enormous
stretches of impossible impenetrable brambles known as rough;
more appropriately they could be described as Hell. The weather
was cold, with scudding clouds and wind-blown rain. Fighter planes
were practising their runs overhead. In the club house, behind the
first tee and the 18th green, in glass-enclosed, comfort, sat the old
timers - those who had conquered the course and now were able
to analyze every move of the pretenders on the tee or the green.
The tee, incidentally, was large; the green was enormous - roughly
the size of an ordinary US golf course.
Sir Donald said he would get his sister to make up a four-some.
It turned out she was not only a delightful person, but also a champ
ion, either of Scotland or the World; shortly it made little difference.
Two were members of the Group - Charlie Drake and Bill Glenn. I
had previously considered them to be honourable persons. I of
course was the fourth. We were to drive off in alphabetical order
following the right of the female to be first.
As we approached the tee, I think it was Charlie who said “Do
you remember the cartoon in the New Yorker where the fellow on
the first tee in St. Andrew missed the ball?” I of course remembered
it well but tried to put it out of my mind. The lady drove off - a mere
250 yards into the mist and rain. Then Bill Glenn took up the refrain
- “Do you remember, etc.” By the time Charlie had driven 275
yards down the middle of the fairway, airplanes thundering over
head merely reminded him of his own plane at home. As Bill teed up
his ball, which shortly was put about 200 yards in the center of the
course, an opportunity was given to Charlie to now repeat the
familiar “Do you, etc.”

It then was time for me to do my duty. Obviously my sense of
competition was being stifled by the fact that I must bring joy to the
others of the foursome. So, after several potent practice swings all of which impressed the audience but were wasted -1 addressed
the ball. The eyes of St. Andrews were upon me. I took a mighty
swing. Hooray! An enormous divot flew into the air. The muck
cleared, and there was my ball, inviolate, sitting calmy on the tee.
Sic transit gloria.
At any rate, at the end, our hostess brought out a bottle of
some famous Scotch brew, and a few drappies of it made me
appreciate more clearly the heinous actions of my confreres. The
only problem is that whenever they see me now, they recall what
they say was an amusing episode. Some day I shall invite them
back with the proviso that the end of the alphabet shall tee off first.
(4) On a more sombre note, I cannot forget the remark the
famous surgeon Dahl-lverson said to me as we were discussing
the economics of medicine. At that time he was the outstanding
professor in Copenhagen, but was about to reach the retirement
age. He said to me “Today I am God; tomorrow I am nothing”.
Though I was a young person at that time, it showed me the
travesties that old age can usher into the life of a surgeon in certain
countries. It made me consider again how many famous physicians
and surgeons had ended an enormously successful life disgruntled
as they eventually were shunted aside by advancing waves of
neophytes. This is one great advantage of the Group - close
contacts with new members allow the mutual exchange between
youth and elders that provides intimacy, stimulation and excite
ment for all.
Charles Rob recalled that he had attended 10 of the first 12
meetings. He also listed the unusual accomplishments of some of
our members. Eric Husfelt was one of the signers of the United
Nations Charter in San Francisco. Carl Semb was the chief
surgeon to the Norwegian army in England in World War II. Arthur
Porritt was Governor General of New Zealand. John Gibbon was
the first to use cardio-pulmonary by-pass.
Several of our members have had or are continuing to have
close ties with the Société de Chirugie Internationale. Dahl-lverson
was President in 1962; he has been followed by Philip Sandblom
and by Jim Hardy. Jonathan Rhoads is one of the rare Honorary
members. Martin Allgower, who has held nearly all high offices and
now is the General Secretary, deserves an enormous amount of
credit for rehabilitating the Society when it was in dire financial
straits. Philip also was President of the University of Lund and
Jonathan of the American Philosophical Society. No doubt in the
years ahead the achievements of our younger members will be of
equal distinction.
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Meetings
Date Location
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33

1958
9
1960
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
1970
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
1980
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
1990

Edinburgh
Philadelphia
Sandefiord
London/Liverpool
Montreal
Lund
Glasgow
NYC; Philadelphia
Reykjavik
Birmingham
Boston
London
Gothenburg
Edinburgh
Vancouver
Copenhagen
Oslo
Dundee
Indianapolis
Oulu
Glasgow
San Francisco
Heidelberg
Uppsala/Stockholm
London
Nashville
Oslo
Basle
Birmingham
Washington
Reykjavik
Edinburgh
Montreal

President

Secretary Treasurer

Bruce
Rhoads
Semb
Aird
Webster
Sandblom
Illingworth
Glenn
Hallgrimsson
d’Abreu
Welch
Atkins
Gelin
Bruce
Harrison
Hasner
Efskind
Douglas
Schumacker
Larmi
Kay
Dunphy
Linder
Thoren
Welbourn
Scott
Hall
Allgower
Slaney
Rob
Thorarinsson
Forrest
MacLean

Hasner
Hasner
Hasner
Hasner
Hasner
Hasner
Hasner
Hasner
Hasner
Hasner
Hasner
Hasner
Hasner
Hasner
Hasner
Hasner
Hasner
Hasner
Hasner
Hasner
Hasner
Hasner
Bergentz
Bergentz
Bergentz
Bergentz
Bergentz
Bergentz
Bergentz
Irving
Irving
Irving
Irving

Murray
Murray
Maier
Maier
Maier
Maier
Maier
Maier
Maier
Maier
Maier
Maier
Maier
Maier
Gurd
Gurd
Roberts
Roberts
Roberts
Roberts
Roberts
Roberts
Roberts
Robert
MacBeth
MacBeth
MacBeth
MacBeth
MacBeth
MacBeth
MacBeth
Barker
Barker

Appendix II

Founder Members
“Founder members” are defined in Article IV of the By-Laws as
“those agreed upon in previous correspondence who have been
invited to join and have accepted as of July 1, 1958”. In letter to
Claude Welch, dated April 14, 1988, Eivin Hasner listed these
people as follows:
John Bruce
Ian Aird
Charles Wells
Jonathan Rhoads
William Glenn
Clarence Dennis

Gordon Murray
Erling Dahl-lversen
Carl Semb
Philip Sandblom
VainoSeiro
Eivin Hasner

Except for Clarence Dennis, Carl Semb and Vaino Seiro, all of
these attended the first meeting on July 17, 1958. Also present at
this first meeting were John Gibbon, James Hardy, Henry Harkins,
Herbert Maier and Jerome Urban who, although not striclty founder
members can be considered as constituting part of the original
membership.

Appendix ill

Present Honorary Members
Professor Eivin Hasner
Professor Fritz Linder
Lord Arthur Porritt
Professor Jonathan Rhoads
Professor Philip Sandblom
Professor Claude Welch

1982
1975
1967
1982
1982
1982

Appendix IV

Former Honorary Members
Professor Erling Dahl-lverson
Dr. L. Kraer Ferguson
Professor John Gibbon
Professor John Hellstrom
Professor Sir Charles Illingworth
Dr. Gordon Murray
Professor Sir James Patterson Ross
Sir Harry Platt
Sir Clement Price-Thomas
Dr. Isidor S. Ravdin
Professor Vaino Seiro
Professor Owen H. Wangensteen
Professor Charles Wells

Copenhagen
Philadelphia
Philadelphia
Stockholm
Glasgow
Toronto
London
Manchester
London
Philadelphia
Helsinki
Minneapolis
Liverpool

Appendix V

CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS
1985 The following excerpt is from the minutes of the meeting:
“A proposed Constitution and By-Laws, which had been drafted in
advance of the meeting, were submitted and adopted as amended,
with the understanding that changes might be made at the next
meeting of this group when a larger attendance is expected”. There
was no statement concering the authors of the documents.
1959 No copies of the minutes of the meeting have been
preserved. Presumably the Constitution and By-Laws submitted at
the first meeting in 1958 were accepted and approved.
1964 The minutes state: “Our laws Article VI was changed
to: The president shall be elected for one term only. The other
officers may be re-elected. Article V (now reads): It is intended that
meetings shall be held every year either in Europe or in the North
American continent.”
1965 The By-laws were amended to provide for senior
membership beginning at age 65, and to increase the number of
active members. Membership was extended to include Englishspeaking individuals from countries other than those previously
approved.
1966 The minutes state: Article II in our Laws was dis
cussed, and the terms of office are again fixed as one year”.
1971 A committee was appointed to consider the age limit for
active members, and to enlarge the number of active members. A
report was to be scheduled for the 1972 meeting.
1972 Action was taken on the matters referred from the 1971
meeting. Apparently the committee’s report was approved but the
minutes are silent as to the exact changes that were made in the
By-Laws.

CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS
1988
ARTICLE I
The name of the organization shall be the INTERNATIONAL
SURGICAL GROUP
The purpose of the organization shall be the advancement of
surgery through the interchange of clinical and research experi
ence among the members of the Group, the stimulation of clinical
and laboratory research, the advancement of surgical teaching and
training programs, and preservation of sound ethical principles
among surgeons and physicians in general.
The transactions of the Group shall be conducted in the
English language.
ARTICLE II
The officers of the Group shaall be a President, a Vice-Pre
sident, a Secretary and a Treasurer.
Terms of office will ordinarily be one year. The President shall
be elected for one (1) term only. The other officers can be re
elected. Each officer will continue in office until his successor has
been duly elected at a regular meeting of the Group.
ARTICLE III
Duties of officers:
Section 1
The President shall preside at all meetings and appoint
committees, unless other provision is made for their appointment
by motion of the membership. He will be expected to act as the
principal officer and leader of the Group during the term of office.
Section 2
The Vice-President shall assume the duties of the President,
whenever the President is unable to perform them, and is expected
to assist the President during his term of office.
Section 3
The Secretary shall keep records of the membership of the
Group and minutes of its business and scientific transactions. He
will send out notices of meetings, and carry on the correspondence
and other functions usually associated with the Office of Secretary.

Section 4
The Treasurer will have custody of all funds of the Group. He
will send out bills for dues in accordance with the resolutions
passed at meetings of the Group, and will pay bills as authorized by
the Group when in session, or by two (2) of the officers when it is not
in session, or by two (2) of the officers when it is not in session. He
shall submit a Treasurer’s report at every regular meeting.
Section 5
The President, Secretary and Treasurer will serve as a
Nominating Committee to nominate Officers and members.
ARTICLE IV
Membership
The Founder Members shall be those agreed upon in previous
correspondence who have been invited to join and have accepted
as on July 1,1958. Members other than Founder Members shall be
of these classes: Active, Senior and Honorary.
Section 1
Active members shall include the Founder Members and shall
be limited as to number and geographic distribution as defined in
the By-laws. Active membership will leave off at the age of 65
years.
Section 2
Senior Members shall be those Active Members, who have
reached 65 years and have been regularly in attendance. Honorary
members shall be those whose accomplishments in the field of
surgery and its specialties are deemed by the membership to be of
sufficient importance to merit unusual distinction. Honorary
Members shall not be required to pay dues, but may be required to
share in special assessments of Members attending particular
meetings when they are in attendance.
Section 3
Proposals for membership shall be made by three (3) or more
members of the Group, and forwarded in writing to the Secretary
with the candidate’s curriculum vitae, bibliography and supporting
letters. The material should be distributed to the membership, and
any comments from members should be published at the business
meeting. Election shall be by a three-fourths vote of the members.

ARTICLE V
The Active Membership of the Group shall include equal
representation from the North American Continent on the one hand
and from Great Britain and Europe on the other.
ARTICLE VI
Amendments to the Constitution shall be proposed in writing
and distributed by the Secretary at least three (3) months before the
meeting at which they are to be considered. Amendments may be
adopted by a two-thirds vote of the members present, with the
provision for mail vote, should fewer than fifteen (15) members be
present. Amendments to the By-laws may be made at any meeting
of the Group and approved by a two-thirds vote of the members
present, with a provision for a mail vote, should fewer than fifteen
(15) members be present.

BY-LAWS
Section 1
The business affairs of the Group shall be conducted by the
membership-at-large, and there shall be a business meeting at
each meeting of the Group. If less than fifteen (15) members of the
Group are present, final action affecting members who are not
present shall be taken by mail vote.
Section 2
The initial membership of the Group shall be made up of
surgeons from Canada, Denmark, Finland, Great Britain, Iceland,
Ireland, Norway, Sweden and the United States. When it is deemed
proper to invite English-speaking representatives from other
countries, an election may be made at the business meeting. The
election shall be approved by a two-thirds vote of the members.
The number of such representatives must not exceed 10 per cent
of the number of active and senior members.
Section 3
Annual dues shall be 25 U.S. dollars ($) annually and shall be
levied on all Active Members, regardless of whether or not they
attend meetings. The expenses of the Group at meetings shall be
defrayed by the Group as a whole through dues and through
special assessments against those Senior Members in attendance.

Section 4
At each meeting, the local committee for the succeeding meet
ing shall be authorized to commit the Group to an appropriate
budget.
Section 5
It is intended that meetings shall be held every year either in
Europe or the North American Continent.
Section 6
Programs shall include not only scientific papers, but visits to
clinics and laboratories where clinics and demonstrations may be
available.
Section 7
Between meetings, the officers of the Group are authorized to
make such decisions as are essential for its continuance, this
authorization to include changes in plans for the site and time of the
meeting, should such changes become urgent.

